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Presenter –Valerie Hudson

Valerie is an educator with over 30 years of 
Texas teaching experience with middle and 
high school mathematics. Currently retired 
from working with students full time, Valerie 
continues to be actively involved in the 
education community by writing curriculum 
and working with teachers and students 
through her work as a T3 Systemic PD 
Regional Supervisor and Texas Instruments 
Instructor.



Presenter –Brenda Lynch

Brenda is an educator with over 42 years of 
experience teaching students in the 
classroom and working at the district and 
region  level to support teachers as they grow 
professionally.  

She “retired” 2 years ago, but has remained 
very connected by continuing to work with 
teachers and students as a Texas Instruments 
Instructor.



Please Type in the Chat:

Which calculator do your students use?

A:  TI-84 Plus Family B:  TI-Nspire CX Family



8th Grade/Algebra I Assessment Examples
Encourage deeper mathematical 

understanding through grading in context



https://tea.texas.gov/
sites/default/files/202
2-23-staar-calculator-
policy.pdf



https://tea.texas.gov/
sites/default/files/202
2-23-staar-calculator-
policy.pdf



Algebra 1 Test Strategy: Calculator Tools 
(Assign or Define, Substitution)

Given f(x) = 8(3-2x), what is the value of f(-10)?

f(-10)=



Algebra 1 Test Strategy: Analyze This! 
(Graph Whenever Possible)

Set Independent to 
“Ask” in Table Set 

Graph, Menu, 
Trace, Graph 
Trace

Graph, Ctl, T



Grade 8 Test Strategy: TI-Nspire Calculator Tools –
Linear Regression with Data 



Grade 8 Test Strategy: TI-Nspire Calculator Tools 
–

Linear Regression with Data 



Grade 8 Test Strategy: TI-Nspire Calculator Tools 
–

Linear Regression with Data 



Grade 8 Test Strategy: TI-Nspire Calculator Tools 
–

Linear Regression with Data



New Question Types-Hot Spot



New Question Types - Drag & Drop

This equation represents an _________________ _________________ and the 

__________________ asymptote is y= _________________.



New Question Types

exponential

growth horizontal

y=0

This equation represents an _________________ _________________ and the 

__________________ asymptote is y= _________________.

exponential growth

horizontal 0



New Question Types
https://www.texasassessment.gov/practice-tests.html



New Question Types
https://www.texasassessment.gov/practice-tests.html



Additional Resources

TI-Nspire 8th Grade and Algebra 1 EOC Questions by TEK:

http://ti-enews-
education.ti.com/alignment-
teachers

http://ti-enews-education.ti.com/alignment-teachers


Additional Resources

Texas-Specific Resources:

https://education.ti.com/en/reso
urces/teks?category=staar-
resources

TI Student Camps

https://education.ti.com/en/reso
urces/student-camp

https://education.ti.com/en/resources/teks?category=staar-resources
https://education.ti.com/en/resources/student-camp


Additional Resources

Math Nspired:

https://education.ti.com/en/tima
thnspired/us/home

Texas Instruments Educational 
Workshops

https://education.ti.com/en/t3-
professional-development/schools-
and-districts/onsite-workshops

https://education.ti.com/en/timathnspired/us/home
https://education.ti.com/en/t3-professional-development/schools-and-districts/onsite-workshops


Marco A. Gonzalez
mgonzalez1@ti.com

TX ESC’s 1-3, 5-9, 13-14, 
16-17 & 20

Your TI Education Technology Consultants 
for Texas

Pareesa Schulte
pschulte@ti.com

TX ESC’s 4, 10-12, 15, 
18, 19

mailto:pschulte@ti.com
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Additional Example
Sequences on TI-Nspire and TI 84



Algebra I Focus: Test Strategy: Graph Whenever 
Possible 

(Sequencing and Patterning)

The seventh term is 

The eighth term is 

The ninth term is 



Algebra I Test Strategy: Graph Whenever Possible 
(Sequencing and Patterning)

The seventh term is 

The eighth term is 

The ninth term is 



Algebra I Test Strategy: Graph Whenever Possible 
(Sequencing and Patterning)

The seventh term is 

The eighth term is 

The ninth term is 



Algebra I Test Strategy: Graph Whenever Possible 
(Sequencing and Patterning)

The seventh term is 

The eighth term is 

The ninth term is 



Algebra I Test Strategy: Calculator Tools 
(Sequencing and Patterning)
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